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1. Homer's adventure starts in chapter one when he eats a scrap of stale bread. What happens next?
2. When he's imprisoned in the root cellar, Homer comes up with his plan to run away from Squint and find his brother. What does Homer hear that motivates him to do this?
3. Who is Mr. Samuel Reed? How does Homer help him, and how does he later save Homer?
4. From the list Homer writes of "Things Uncle Hates" (p. 8) about his Uncle Squint, what can we tell about Squinton Leach?
5. Homer is prepared to lie to Mr. Brewster in order to save himself from Smelt and Stink, but he finds that he can't. Why doesn't he lie to Mr. Brewster?
6. What are some clues from chapters 15 and 16 that Mr. Webster B. Willow is not a reliable chaperone for Homer?
7. Kate and Frank Nibbly pose as a wealthy brother and sister, but they turn out to be impostors, who fool Mr. Willow in order to rob him. Imagine a short conversation between Kate and Frank right after they have met Mr. Willow and Homer. Who are they really? What are their true feelings about Homer and Mr. Willow? 
8. Homer is the "Pig Boy" act in the Medicine Show, and he enjoys his act much more than he ever imagined he would. In your own words, explain why you think Homer enjoys his part. 
9. When Mr. Brewster shows Homer the runaway slaves he is hiding in his basement, how does Homer feel about what he sees? What is his response to Mr. Brewster's secret?
10. Homer is horrified by the sight and sound of the wounded soldiers, and he comforts himself by imagining his life after he finds his brother. Reread his dream on page 180.  What can we tell about Homer from what he imagines here?
11. In the final chapter of the book, Colonel Chamberlain tells Homer that if the war is still going on in two years, when he is officially old enough to be a soldier, he will call him back to join the 20th Maine. What has Colonel Chamberlain seen in Homer that suggests Homer could be an excellent solider?
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