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Literary Elements
Setting:

The time and place of a story or play.  The when and where.
Theme: 
An idea about life revealed in a work or literature.  It is the “moral of the story.”  Sounds like a fortune cookie message.
Protagonist:  “The hero or good guy”

The central figure of a story and is often referred to as the main character.

Antagonist:  “the villain or bad guy”

The character of a story who represents the opposition against which the heroes and/or protagonist must contend.  

Character:

The person or an animal in a story, plan, or other literary work.

Characterization:

The way a writer reveals the personality of a character.  Can be revealed in six ways:

1. By describing how a character looks or dresses.

2. hearing the character speak

3. how the character acts

4. letting us know the character’s thoughts and feelings

5. how the other people in the story think or say about the character

6. telling us what the character’s personality is like.

Conflict:

A struggle against an obstacle or opposing force.  There are six types of conflict.


1.
person vs. self


2.
person vs. person


3.
person vs. society


4.
person vs. nature


5.
person vs. unknown


6.
person vs. machine

Plot:

The series of related events that make up a story.  Plot tells us what happened.







